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Water Quality and Riparian BuffersCommunity Size [# acres]
Impervious Surface: [# acres]
[#] of Streams
Approx. [miles] of Streams




Highlights

Background:  Taking care of your community’s streams also means taking care of the land around them.  Most stream pollution is from “non-point” sources, meaning it flows across the land and washes into the stream, rather than from one specific point or pipe. These pollutants can add up and degrade streams and the ecology they support.  Committing to improving (or creating) a streamside buffer will promote stability of the stream bank and keep it from eroding while also improving water quality, reducing mosquitos, and providing wildlife habitat, among other benefits. 





Existing Conditions Assessment

ACTION WQE1



Action: Map existing riparian areas around streams, intermittent streams, and wetlands on your HOA's property (including both common open space and private property). Identify areas that could use an expanded or forested buffer.
Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· Local watershed organization
· Chester County Planning Commission
· Municipal Environmental Advisory Council
Potential Resources: 
· Natural resources mapping from the Chester County Planning Commission: https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e0a917588a8742c38178dc820f9abe28/page/About/  
· DCNR Forest Buffers Along Waterways https://www.dcnr.pa.gov/Conservation/Water/RiparianBuffers/Pages/default.aspx 
· PA DEP Pennsylvania Stream ReLeaf https://www.dep.state.pa.us/dep/deputate/watermgt/wc/Subjects/StreamReleaf/Forestbufftool/default.htm 
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· This exercise should include both common open space and private property and identify areas that could use an expanded or forested buffer.
· text
Action: Research your municipality's regulations for riparian buffers and wetland setbacks. If your municipality does not have these regulations, encourage/support/request that they do.ACTION WQE2



Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· Your municipality
· Chester County Planning Commission
Potential Resources: 
· CCPC Riparian Buffer eTool: https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/44-RiparianBuffers.cfm
· text
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· [bookmark: _Hlk178170193]textACTION WQR1


Resident Engagement

Action:  Post information on your Community’s website, newsletter, or social media pages to educate residents on the benefits of streamside buffers.
Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· text
· text
Potential Resources: 
· CCPC Riparian Buffer eTool https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/44-RiparianBuffers.cfm 
· Riparian Buffer resources on Chester County Planning Commission’s Sustainable HOAs page - https://www.chescoplanning.org/Environmental/HOA/RiparianBuffers.cfm 
· Stroud Water Research Center’s Recommended Tree and Shrub list for streamside buffers: https://stroudcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-01-06_Recommended-Trees-and-Shrubs_WEB.pdf  
· text 
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· text
Action: Host community “watch parties” for water-related video content, including webinars from the PA Clean Water AcademyACTION WQR2


Complete by:  
[date/year]

Potential Partners: 
· PA Clean Water Academy
·  text
Potential Resources: 
· Pennsylvania Clean Water Academy Forested Buffer Webinars https://pacleanwateracademy.remote-learner.net/course/view.php?id=350 
· text
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text 
· text

Complete by:  
[date/year]
ACTION WQR3



Action:  Complete training through Penn State Extension’s Master Watershed Stewards Program for at least one member of the community.
Potential Partners: 
· Penn State Extension  
Potential Resources: 
· Penn State Extension Master Watershed Stewards Program https://extension.psu.edu/programs/watershed-stewards 
· text
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· text
· 
Action: Meet with your local watershed organization and/or your municipality to discuss a riparian buffer planting or other water quality improvement/protection project.ACTION WQC1


Connections and Partnerships

Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· Local municipality
· local watershed organization
· Chester County Conservation District
· Chester County Water Resources Authority
Potential Resources: 
· Chester County Water Resources Authority Conservation Organization Listing https://www.chesco.org/759/Local-Watershed-Groups 
· text
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· text

ACTION WQC2



Action:  Work with Penn State Extension’s Water Team to organize a pond maintenance workshop for your community. Consider inviting neighboring developments – especially if they maintain a pond.
Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· Penn State Extension
· local municipality 
· text
Potential Resources: 
· Penn State Extension Pond Management https://extension.psu.edu/water/pond-management 
· text
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· text



ACTION WQC3



Action: Partner with your local watershed organization to monitor water quality on an ongoing basis along a stream within your development. This action could include installing a water quality monitoring station or participating in a leaf pack training to monitor macroinvertebrate activity.  Recruit volunteers from your neighborhood to monitor water quality data.
Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· Local watershed organization
· Municipal EAC 
· text
Potential Resources: 
· Stroud Water Research Center Leaf Pack Network https://leafpacknetwork.org/ 
· text
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· text
Taking Action

ACTION WQA1



Action: Partner with your local watershed organization and/or your municipality to implement a forested riparian buffer planting program for your community.
Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· Municipal Environmental Advisory Council
· Local watershed organization
· text
Potential Resources: 
· Municipalities, non-profits, and some community groups are eligible for funding for tree planting projects: https://www.chescoplanning.org/environmental/woodlands/Funding.cfm  
· Keystone 10 Million Trees program: https://tenmilliontrees.org/ 
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· text










ACTION WQA2



Action:  Work with a consultant to develop a pond maintenance plan for your community.
Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· Local watershed organizations 
· text
Potential Resources: 
· text
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· text
ACTION WQA3



Action: Care for an existing riparian buffer by managing invasive plants and adding canopy and understory plantings of native trees and shrubs where needed. Invasive plant removal could be held as community volunteer events on a community clean-up day or similar event, to help offset costs of hiring a landscaping firm.
Potential Partners: Complete by:  
[date/year]

· Local watershed organization
· Local municipality
· text
Potential Resources: 
· text
· text
Progress and Implementation Notes:
· text
· textGeneral Resources
Chester County Planning Commission’s Sustainable HOAs page: https://www.chescoplanning.org/Environmental/HOA/RiparianBuffers.cfm 
Riparian Buffers Planning information from the Chester County Planning Commission: https://www.chescoplanning.org/MuniCorner/eTools/44-RiparianBuffers.cfm 
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